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"Cyberjockey" Matt Fischer sits in the school-bus control 
room for "ADD Afternoon," a show on Web video "channel" 
ManiaTV. The site is surfing a wave of interest epitomized 
by Google's $1.6 billion acquisition of YouTube. (Post / 
Hyoung Chang)
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Web TV network makes new waves
By Kimberly S. Johnson 
Denver Post Staff Writer
Article Last Updated: 11/02/2006 12:22:21 PM MST

Megan Fong had no idea she'd be an Internet 
pioneer when she answered a job listing a couple 
of years ago for an unknown Denver media 
company.

Today, the Boulder native is a veteran 
"cyberjockey" for ManiaTV.com, an Internet 
television network.

"I auditioned for an on-air talent job right after 
high school in June 2004," said Fong, 20. "The 
idea of an online TV network wasn't there before 
Mania TV. When I told my parents where I was 
working, they had nothing to compare it to."

Internet-based videos and television shows are soaring in popularity among 
viewers, investors and advertisers. Google's $1.6 billion acquisition of 
video-clip website YouTube.com last month has further validated the 
medium, with ManiaTV receiving more attention and ad dollars.

"I was in Los Angeles two weeks ago. People know who we are. That's 
changed from six months ago," said Richard Ayoub, vice president of 
programming and development for ManiaTV. "The deal is putting a 
spotlight on the company. We're perceived as an innovator."

In a converted warehouse near East 38th Avenue and Steele Street, 
ManiaTV airs live TV shows 24 hours a day on its website. Shows are 
focused on music, videos, extreme sports and celebrity interviews. 
Comedian Tom Green airs a variety show on ManiaTV four days a week; 
it's streamed from his Los Angeles living room.

With 50 percent of viewers ranging from 18 to 24 years old, ManiaTV 
shows have hip and edgy titles like "Too Short for Hollywood," "The Daily
Independent" and "Freak Show."

In addition to the locally produced shows, viewers are invited to upload their 
own videos and create their own TV channels. Some update their channel 
several times a day with new footage.

"It's fun, crazy, wacky TV," said founder and chief executive Drew Massey. 
"Three years ago, people thought I was crazy. There's an avalanche of 
money coming this way."

ManiaTV is privately held and is expecting to reach profitability within 15
months. The company wouldn't release revenue numbers but said 
advertising revenue is up 400 percent this year.

The YouTube deal proves that people are watching and uploading content 
to online video sites, Massey said. In January, ManiaTV had 200,000 
unique site viewers. That number has skyrocketed to 3.2 million in 
September, according to ComScore Media Metrix, an Internet 
audience-tracking company.
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